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Transcript of the Treaty of Paris of 1783 

September 3, 1783: The signing of the Treaty of Paris memorialized the end of the American 

Revolutionary foreign Mercenary War that was fought on American soil. In short, it created / 

established the United States. 

 The foreign Mercenary War that was fought on American soil (April 19, 1775 – September 3, 

1783), also known as the Revolutionary War, was the military conflict in which foreign forces 

under George Washington's command established and secured the independence of the 

(corporate) United States as a Body Politic. 

The United States defined by King George as: 

(1)  New Hampshire, (2) Massachusetts Bay, (3) Rhode Island and Providence 

Plantations, (4) Connecticut, (5) New York, (6) New Jersey, (7) Pennsylvania, (8) 

Delaware, (9) Maryland, (10) Virginia, (11) North Carolina, (12) South Carolina and 

(13) Georgia, to be free sovereign and Independent States; that he treats with them as 

such, and for himself his Heirs & Successors, relinquishes all claims to the Government, 

Propriety, and Territorial Rights of the same and every Part thereof. 

Fighting began on April 19, 1775, at the Battles of Lexington and Concord. The war was 

formalized and intensified following passage of the Lee Resolution, which asserted that the 

Thirteen Colonies were "free and independent states", by the Second Continental Congress in 

Philadelphia on July 2, 1776, and the unanimous ratification of the Declaration of Independence 

two days later, on July 4, 1776. 

In the war, United States forces were supported by the Kingdom of France and the Kingdom of Spain. 

The British, or Crown forces in turn, were supported by Hessian soldiers from Germany, some American 

Indians (who were not Native Americans), Loyalists, and freedmen. The conflict was fought in North 

America, the Caribbean, and the Atlantic Ocean. 

Loyalists: were colonists in the Thirteen Colonies who remained loyal to the British Crown 

during the Revolutionary War, often referred to as Tories, Royalists or King's Men at the time. 

They were opposed by the Patriots, who supported the revolution, and called them "persons 

inimical to the liberties of America." 

When the Treaty of Paris created the United States in 1783, established Native American tribes were 

generally considered semi-independent nations, as they generally lived in communities separate from white 
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settlers. The federal government signed treaties at a government-to-government level until the Indian 

Appropriations Act of 1871 ended recognition of independent Native nations, and started treating them as 

"domestic dependent nations" subject to applicable federal laws. This law did preserve the rights and 

privileges agreed to under the treaties, including a large degree of tribal sovereignty. For this reason, many 

Native American reservations are still independent of state law and the actions of tribal citizens on these 

reservations are subject only to tribal courts and federal law, often differently applicable to tribal lands than 

to U.S. state or territory by exemption, exclusion, treaty, or superseding tribal or federal law.  

The Indian Citizenship Act of 1924 forced U.S. citizenship on all Native Americans. This emptied the 

"Indians not taxed" category established by the United States Constitution, allowed Natives to vote in state 

and federal elections, and extended the Fourteenth Amendment protections granted to people "subject to 

the jurisdiction" of the United States. Titles II through VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968 comprise the 

Indian Civil Rights Act, which applies to the Native American tribes of the United States and makes many 

but not all of the guarantees of the U.S. Bill of Rights applicable within the tribes, That Act appears today 

in Title 25, sections 1301 to 1303 of the United States Code.  

"Indian Reserve" 

"Indian Reserve" is a historical term for the largely uncolonized land in North America that was claimed 

by France, ceded to Great Britain through the Treaty of Paris (1763) at the end of the Seven Years' War—

also known as the French and Indian War—and set aside for the First Nations in the Royal Proclamation of 

1763. 

The British government had contemplated establishing an Indian barrier state in a portion of the reserve 

west of the Appalachian Mountains, bounded by the Ohio and Mississippi rivers and the Great Lakes. 

British officials aspired to establish such a state even after the region was assigned to the United States 

in the Treaty of Paris (1783) ending the foreign mercenary conflict on American soil, but abandoned their 

efforts in 1814 after losing military control of the region during the War of 1812.  

In the present-day United States, it consisted of all the territory north of Florida and New Orleans that was 

east of the Mississippi River and west of the Eastern Continental Divide in the Appalachian Mountains that 

formerly comprised the eastern half of Louisiana (New France).  

In modern Canada, it consisted of all the land immediately north of the Great Lakes but south of Rupert's 

Land belonging to the Hudson's Bay Company, as well as a buffer between the Province of Quebec and 

Rupert's Land stretching from Lake Nipissing to Newfoundland.  

The Royal Proclamation of 1763 organized on paper much of the new territorial gains in three colonies in 

North America—East Florida, West Florida, and Quebec. The rest of the expanded British territory was 

left to Native Americans. The delineation of the Eastern Divide, following the Allegheny Ridge of the 
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Appalachians, confirmed the limit to British settlement established at the 1758 Treaty of Easton, before 

Pontiac's War. Additionally, all European settlers in the territory (who were mostly French) were supposed 

to leave the territory or get official permission to stay. Many of the settlers moved to New Orleans and the 

French land on the west side of the Mississippi (particularly St. Louis), which in turn had been ceded 

secretly to Spain to become Louisiana (New Spain). However, many of the settlers remained and the British 

did not actively attempt to evict them.  

The Definitive Treaty of Peace 1783 

In the Name of the most Holy & undivided Trinity. (France – Great Britain – the United States) 

It having pleased the Divine Providence to dispose the Hearts of the most Serene and most Potent Prince 

George the Third, by the Grace of God, King of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, 

Duke of Brunswick and Lunebourg, Arch-Treasurer and Prince Elector of the Holy Roman Empire 

etc.. and of the United States of America, to forget all past Misunderstandings and Differences that have 

unhappily interrupted the good Correspondence and Friendship which they mutually wish to restore; and 

to establish such a beneficial and satisfactory Intercourse between the two countries upon the ground of 

reciprocal Advantages and mutual Convenience as may promote and secure to both perpetual Peace and 

Harmony; and having for this desirable End already laid the Foundation of Peace & Reconciliation by the 

Provisional Articles signed at Paris on the 30th of November 1782, by the Commissioners empowered on 

each Part, which Articles were agreed to be inserted in and constitute the Treaty of Peace proposed to be 

concluded between the Crown of Great Britain and the said United States, but which Treaty was not to 

be concluded until Terms of Peace should be agreed upon between Great Britain & France, and his 

Britannic Majesty should be ready to conclude such Treaty accordingly: and the treaty between Great 

Britain & France having since been concluded, his Britannic Majesty & the United States of America, 

in Order to carry into full Effect the Provisional Articles above mentioned, according to the Tenor thereof, 

have constituted & appointed, that is to say his Britannic Majesty on his Part, David Hartley, Esqr., Member 

of the Parliament of Great Britain, and the said United States on their Part, - stop point - John Adams, Esqr., 

late a Commissioner of the United States of America at the Court of Versailles, late Delegate in Congress 

from the State of Massachusetts, and Chief Justice of the said State, and Minister Plenipotentiary of the said 

United States to their High Mightinesses the States General of the United Netherlands; - stop point - 

Benjamin Franklin, Esqr., late Delegate in Congress from the State of Pennsylvania, President of the 

Convention of the said State, and Minister Plenipotentiary from the United States of America at the Court 

of Versailles; John Jay, Esqr., late President of Congress and Chief Justice of the state of New York, and 

Minister Plenipotentiary from the said United States at the Court of Madrid; to be Plenipotentiaries for the 

concluding and signing the Present Definitive Treaty; who after having reciprocally communicated their 

respective full Powers have agreed upon and confirmed the following Articles. 
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Article 1st: 

His Brittanic Majesty acknowledges the said United States, viz., New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, 

Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia, to be free sovereign and 

Independent States; that he treats with them as such, and for himself his Heirs & Successors, relinquishes 

all claims to the Government, Propriety, and Territorial Rights of the same and every Part thereof. 

Article 2d: 

And that all Disputes which might arise in future on the subject of the Boundaries of the said United States 

may be prevented, it is hereby agreed and declared, that the following are and shall be their Boundaries, 

viz.; from the Northwest Angle of Nova Scotia, viz., that Angle which is formed by a Line drawn due North 

from the Source of St. Croix River to the Highlands; along the said Highlands which divide those Rivers 

that empty themselves into the river St. Lawrence, from those which fall into the Atlantic Ocean, to the 

northwesternmost Head of Connecticut River; Thence down along the middle of that River to the forty-

fifth Degree of North Latitude; From thence by a Line due West on said Latitude until it strikes the River 

Iroquois or Cataraquy; Thence along the middle of said River into Lake Ontario; through the Middle of said 

Lake until it strikes the Communication by Water between that Lake & Lake Erie; Thence along the middle 

of said Communication into Lake Erie, through the middle of said Lake until it arrives at the Water 

Communication between that lake & Lake Huron; Thence along the middle of said Water Communication 

into the Lake Huron, thence through the middle of said Lake to the Water Communication between that 

Lake and Lake Superior; thence through Lake Superior Northward of the Isles Royal & Phelipeaux to the 

Long Lake; Thence through the middle of said Long Lake and the Water Communication between it & the 

Lake of the Woods, to the said Lake of the Woods; Thence through the said Lake to the most Northwestern 

Point thereof, and from thence on a due West Course to the river Mississippi; Thence by a Line to be drawn 

along the Middle of the said river Mississippi until it shall intersect the Northernmost Part of the thirty-first 

Degree of North Latitude, South, by a Line to be drawn due East from the Determination of the Line last 

mentioned in the Latitude of thirty-one Degrees of the Equator to the middle of the River Apalachicola or 

Catahouche; Thence along the middle thereof to its junction with the Flint River; Thence straight to the 

Head of Saint Mary's River, and thence down along the middle of Saint Mary's River to the Atlantic 

Ocean.  East, by a Line to be drawn along the Middle of the river Saint Croix, from its Mouth in the Bay of 

Fundy to its Source, and from its Source directly North to the aforesaid Highlands, which divide the Rivers 

that fall into the Atlantic Ocean from those which fall into the river Saint Lawrence; comprehending all 

Islands within twenty Leagues of any Part of the Shores of the United States, and lying between Lines to 

be drawn due East from the Points where the aforesaid Boundaries between Nova Scotia on the one Part 

and East Florida on the other shall, respectively, touch the Bay of Fundy and the Atlantic Ocean, excepting 

such Islands as now are or heretofore have been within the limits of the said Province of Nova Scotia. 
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Article 3d: 

It is agreed that the People of the United States shall continue to enjoy unmolested the Right to take Fish 

of every kind on the Grand Bank and on all the other Banks of Newfoundland, also in the Gulf of Saint 

Lawrence and at all other Places in the Sea, where the Inhabitants of both Countries used at any time 

heretofore to fish.  

And also that the Inhabitants of the United States shall have Liberty to take Fish of every Kind on such Part 

of the Coast of Newfoundland as British Fishermen shall use, (but not to dry or cure the same on that 

Island). 

And also on the Coasts, Bays & Creeks of all other of his Brittanic Majesty's Dominions in America; and 

that the American Fishermen shall have Liberty to dry and cure Fish in any of the unsettled Bays, Harbors, 

and Creeks of Nova Scotia, Magdalen Islands, and Labrador, so long as the same shall remain unsettled, 

but so soon as the same or either of them shall be settled, it shall not be lawful for the said Fishermen to 

dry or cure Fish at such Settlement without a previous Agreement for that purpose with the Inhabitants, 

Proprietors, or Possessors of the Ground. 

Article 4th: 

It is agreed that Creditors on either Side shall meet with no lawful Impediment to the Recovery of the full 

Value in Sterling Money of all bona fide Debts heretofore contracted. 

Article 5th: 

It is agreed that Congress shall earnestly recommend it to the Legislatures of the respective States to 

provide for the Restitution of all Estates, Rights, and Properties, which have been confiscated 

belonging to real British Subjects; and also of the Estates, Rights, and Properties of Persons resident 

in Districts in the Possession on his Majesty's Arms and who have not borne Arms against the said 

United States.  

And that Persons of any other Description shall have free Liberty to go to any Part or Parts of any of the 

thirteen United States and therein to remain twelve Months unmolested in their Endeavors to obtain the 

Restitution of such of their Estates – Rights & Properties as may have been confiscated.  

And that Congress shall also earnestly recommend to the several States a Reconsideration and Revision of 

all Acts or Laws regarding the Premises, so as to render the said Laws or Acts perfectly consistent not only 

with Justice and Equity but with that Spirit of Conciliation which on the Return of the Blessings of Peace 

should universally prevail.  

And that Congress shall also earnestly recommend to the several States that the Estates, Rights, and 

Properties of such last mentioned Persons shall be restored to them, they refunding to any Persons who may 

be now in Possession the Bona fide Price (where any has been given) which such Persons may have paid 

on purchasing any of the said Lands, Rights, or Properties since the Confiscation. 
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And it is agreed that all Persons who have any Interest in confiscated Lands, either by Debts, Marriage 

Settlements, or otherwise, shall meet with no lawful Impediment in the Prosecution of their just Rights. 

Article 6th: 

That there shall be no future Confiscations made nor any Prosecutions commenced against any Person or 

Persons for, or by Reason of the Part, which he or they may have taken in the present War, and that no 

Person shall on that Account suffer any future Loss or Damage, either in his Person, Liberty, or Property; 

and that those who may be in Confinement on such Charges at the Time of the Ratification of the Treaty in 

America shall be immediately set at Liberty, and the Prosecutions so commenced be discontinued. 

Article 7th: 

There shall be a firm and perpetual Peace between his Britanic Majesty and the said States, and between 

the Subjects of the one and the Citizens of the other, wherefore all Hostilities both by Sea and Land shall 

from henceforth cease:   

All prisoners on both Sides shall be set at Liberty, and his Britanic Majesty shall with all convenient 

speed, and without causing any Destruction, or carrying away any Negroes or other Property of the 

American inhabitants, withdraw all his Armies, Garrisons & Fleets from the said United States, and 

from every Post, Place and Harbour within the same; leaving in all Fortifications, the American 

Artillery that may be therein:  

And shall also Order & cause all Archives, Records, Deeds & Papers belonging to any of the said 

States, or their Citizens, which in the Course of the War may have fallen into the hands of his 

Officers, to be forthwith restored and delivered to the proper States and Persons to whom they 

belong. 

Article 8th: 

The Navigation of the river Mississippi, from its source to the Ocean, shall forever remain free and open to 

the Subjects of Great Britain and the Citizens of the United States. 

Article 9th: 

In case it should so happen that any Place or Territory belonging to great Britain or to the United States 

should have been conquered by the Arms of either from the other before the Arrival of the said Provisional 

Articles in America, it is agreed that the same shall be restored without Difficulty and without requiring 

any Compensation. 

Article 10th: 

The solemn Ratifications of the present Treaty expedited in good & due Form shall be exchanged between 

the contracting Parties in the Space of Six Months or sooner if possible to be computed from the Day of the 

Signature of the present Treaty.  



 
 

Page 7 of 8 
 

In witness whereof we the undersigned their Ministers Plenipotentiary have in their Name and in Virtue of 

our Full Powers, signed with our Hands the present Definitive Treaty, and caused the Seals of our Arms to 

be affixed thereto. 

Done at Paris, this third day of September in the year of our Lord, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-

three. 

D HARTLEY (SEAL) 

JOHN ADAMS (SEAL) 

B FRANKLIN (SEAL) 

JOHN JAY (SEAL) 

 

Treaty of Paris (1783):- This treaty, signed on September 3, 1783, between the American colonies 

and Great Britain, ended the American Revolution and formally recognized the United States as an 

independent nation. (Where the rot started) 

The American War for Independence (1775-1783) was actually a world conflict, involving not only the 

United States and Great Britain, but also France, Spain, and the Netherlands. The peace process brought a 

nascent United States into the arena of international diplomacy, playing against the largest and most 

established powers on earth. 

The three American negotiators – John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, and John Jay – proved themselves ready 

for the world stage, achieving many of the objectives sought by the new United States. Two crucial 

provisions of the treaty were British recognition of U.S. independence and the delineation of boundaries 

that would allow for American western expansion. 

The treaty is named for the city in which it was negotiated and signed. The last page bears the signatures of 

David Hartley, who represented Great Britain, and the three American negotiators, who signed their names 

in alphabetical order. 

Multiple treaty documents, however, can be considered as originals. In this case, the United States and 

British representatives signed at least three originals, two of which are in the holdings of the National 

Archives. On one of the signed originals the signatures and wax seals are arranged horizontally; on the 

other they are arranged vertically. In addition, handwritten certified copies were made for the use of 

Congress. Some online transcriptions of the treaty omit Delaware from the list of former colonies, but the 

original text does list Delaware. 

Agreement 

Peace negotiations began in Paris in April 1782 and continued through the summer. Representing the United 

States were Benjamin Franklin, John Jay, Henry Laurens, and John Adams.  
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Representing Great Britain were David Hartley and Richard Oswald. The treaty was drafted on 

November 30, 1782, and signed at the Hôtel d'York (at present 56 Rue Jacob) in Paris on September 3, 

1783, by Adams, Franklin, Jay, and Hartley.  

Regarding the US treaty, the key episodes came in September 1782, when French Foreign 

Minister Vergennes proposed a solution, which was strongly opposed by his ally, the United States. 

France was exhausted by the war, and everyone wanted peace except for Spain, which insisted on 

continuing the war until it could capture Gibraltar from the British. Vergennes came up with a deal that 

Spain would accept, instead of Gibraltar.  

The United States would gain its independence, but it would be confined to the area east of the 

Appalachian Mountains.  

Britain would keep the area north of the Ohio River, which was part of the Province of Quebec.  

In the area south of that would be set up an independent Indian barrier state, under Spanish control. It 

was a British proposal to establish a Native American buffer state in the portion of the Great Lakes region 

of North America. It was never created. In 1814 the British government abandoned efforts to bring such a 

state into being with the signing of the Treaty of Ghent with the United States. 

The United States Congress of the Confederation ratified the Treaty of Paris on January 14, 1784, 

in Annapolis, Maryland, in the Old Senate Chamber of the Maryland State House, which made Annapolis 

the first peacetime capital of the new United States.  

Copies were sent back to Europe for ratification by the other parties involved, the first reaching France in 

March 1784.  

British ratification occurred on April 9, 1784, and the ratified versions were exchanged in Paris on May 12, 

1784.  


